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SAFETY PLAN 


ma © end the puzzlemen, over whether the Fifth Plan has beet launch- 
T ed on April 1 or not ithe Prim, Minister has sent a letter to all 
Ghief Ministers to mark the inauguration of the pla. The Jetter might 
have gOne as unMoticed as the occasion mt professes to commicmorate 
ut for the gems ef wisdom. vhar make ip sparkle. One inf these ts 
hat ‘agitation will no, bring down prices. Nobody says thar iv wilh 
I, can bring down poverPments, though, ay it has tm (Gujarat and 
hreatens to in Bihar, Maharashtra asd other places Che situation is 
xplosive everywhere; it is just a question of someone taking the ii 
‘alive po ignite it, If in some areas the rightists have stolen a manjch 
wer the left, the reason is Moy thar the people have entrusted them. 
selves to the care of parties like the Jana Sangh buy that parties of the 


lef have Tailed ‘to vive a political expression to thy deep discomtetit 





mong the people over their mounting hardship, Io their slate of 
lesperation, lthey, ate supporting even Congressmen who, in further. 
ice of their ptivate ambitions, have turned agains, mifistries run by 
heir own parties The avitations have oy been, nor wial be, as 
tile as the Prime Minister would like the pedple wo belseve. 

Che Prime Minister knows ‘; atd has madé a two-pronged move 
® ensure that Coneress ministries 1 the States are neither toppled 
nor weakened by agitations based on mass distress, She is trying not 
mly to make the left ineffective bu, also to use \ Tor ‘preventing 
ihe rich? from déreanising popular discontent The CPI has proved a 
loval arent Jt “© seeing the specs if righ: reaction everywhere—i 


Gujarat, Bihar, and even West Bergal. In the CPI's view an apita- 


(Oo <trive for a 


tion is goihe off the leftis; rails the moment tp beg 


change of the regime: the demand for a Cabirer resliaifle is lefeest, the 


mand for « non-Coneress alternative is rightist The Prime Minis- 
tern hae naturally endorsed rhis. movel theses and feieNed worry mover 
rfitem pts of a faScist! take-over Such political togetherness ‘of ithe 


Coneress and the GPY would pot have been possible if the di satisfak 
tion of the CPT over the home polices of the Congress Government— 
the fore‘en policy wif collabo ition with the Soyiey Union ts mmnexcep- 
tionablex-was venuine. The CPI's show of ater has the approval of 


the Congress: it ts desioned to ‘facilitate ‘the adimission of the CPT to 











































































































































































































































































































the leftist fold withou, which it may 
not be possible to bend lef; policies 
to the Prime Minister's will, The 
faivt has sucheedied, as is apparent 
from the lefy parties’ two-day meet. 
ing in New Deihi, The militancy of 
other left parties has been leavened 
by the pro-Cotgressism off the GPT; 


agwations for removal of State govern- 


ments have been struck coup of the 
leftist a@enda at’d the fear of rieht- 
ist takemwover has tbren entlorsed. 
The cirotmstantial for 
operation with the 
thus been tid. 

Te neutralise 
the 


basis co- 


Covgress ~ has 
the 
trade an 


enemy within, 


wholesale whe @ lvas 


been mace over o the private sector. 


The Congress has never ‘been free 
of intertial deuds. but 
never posed a vhbreat of total cdisin- 
tegration the party. The 
crisis of the Congress sytchron‘sed 
with the State take- 
over of trade in {| food 
erains begining with wheat 
how the Governmem which 
Ways sucoveded in distontline radical 
measure to the interest of 
financiers and speculators whose ge- 
merosity enables the ruling party to 
maintain affuence failed 
lo take over the wheat trade  with- 
ony the wholesalers 
Zamindaris beer abolished 
but zamindary have remained with 
the Congress ; the 


traders, 


they have 


before 
for 


dactsion 
wholesale 


has al. 


serve 


itsell in 


antagontsing 
have 
but not so with 
Maybe this wag the 
first that the © progressive 
pratle of the ruling party had 
seared the privileged, and the tad- 
ors all then £0. 
men; dissxlence within the party, A 


wheat 
rime 


tried for worth to 


minority may have over (to 
parties like the Jana Sangh and the 
Congress (O), but the majority were 
eligased fn wrecking the. Cononess 
from within using .as-heir instru. 
ments Congressmety. of thwarted am- 
No Ministiry 
considered safe ag long as 
remained dis. 
invest in 
By reversing the 
Mit. 


the 


Prone 


bitsors. 
could be 
the wheat 
pruntled 
Congress cdistinity, 
Yakleover decision the Prime 
lister |has tto elimingte 
causé of the sadden aggravation al 


Cx INOPTESs 


wholesalers 
ancl 


réady to 


sough 


2 


Some- . 


FRONTIER 


itfighting in her party, She hopes 
thar adequate incentive to topple 
Congtess he States 
will no longer be ayailable to d%s- 


munigtries in 


grunded Congressmen 
tuken care of her party, 
has been (put in charge Om 
so thar they may cancel aig 


Mrs Allende In Wonderland 


Mrs 
Wari 


Allende should he 


welcome 


given a 
of ihe way 

died in Chile 
though the way 
he thied yo follow thx peacetul pat 
to socialism proved wrong, at a tery? 


because 
hex husband 


last year 


ble cose to the Chilean workers, pea- 
sants and leis, intelligentsia, Presi- 
deny Allende will be remembered as 
a trags example of phe illusions nur- 
tured by the revisionists and the me- 
mory will be salutary if the right les- 
sons are learmt. Butt the lesson 
be learnt? On arriving in New 
Delhi, Mrs Allende saftl she was glad 
to be in this ‘peace-loving land of 
Canali’, 
fortunate because iy is Lime the world 
knew what is What in this bloody 
is exercised with 
utmost ruthlessness by the Gover! 
ment of Mts Gandhi to keep. itself in 
power, where Lraud in elections and in 


will 


Such jstatemens are WN 


country where force 


other adlivities supervised by the Gov- 
ernment is a fae, and where corrup- 
ton has been institutionalised under 
the ben:gn \patronage of the Prime Mi- 
nister and? her corerie. The Government 
is hikinp tp prices of commodities ot 
everyday coMsumption to enrich and 
placate business tycoons, profiteers, 
blackmarketeers and kulaks, Suffer- 
ing on a mass scale is the order of 
the day, avid yo curb and crush any 
outburst the central police budget 
has been raised, ‘Tit was Rs 135 crores 
year. ‘Twenly years ago i, was 
3 -orores, The Jatesr police budget 
(central), has a provision for Rs, 166 
croresy “This is bulley raj", as M2 
Jyotirmoy Bosu, MP, said im the Lok 
Sabha. 

The police and the army indeed 
vio a good job. In Guijaray they kil- 
leel over JO people and m Bihar, wi- 
(hin a couple of days, 25. What will 
happen further in Bihar we do not 
know. As for West Bengal, the agi- 
tation launched by students domina- 


last 





tedyby left parties is yer 
it it does, eng 
a Toy Of bloodshed Mrg Allendy 
know thar this ig the uel 
visiting. 


momentum 


Never Had It So ; 


“The Finance Minister, Mit 
has all least once beaw# 
when he conceded that qe 
question of rolling back i 
Like most other 
that the presem governmenpgal 
not have the strengt'l to Ggimmis 
he deserve ta be congratuleama' 
miuisitg any more {false Tigi 
leaders’, wont 
from the obvious mismanageim 
the 
reason for the Price rise OHE 
ty ix: this political tactal The 
bags who jpay for yhe clectfaal 
(lo so stridtly on a quid pre qu he 
An unwritten par, of sueliaimthin 
that they would be piven a EmMEne 
itt) eae 
ni 


people i V' 
ea 


his, ard other 


the. economy, most ii 


nt 


Bic 


to raise many times more 
amounr contributed frou, (ie 
aval thay the powers thay iia 


. . ‘440 
knowingly ignore such mCroiem 


ploitation af the common mim 


hajypened dhursag the recenglll 
i exception 
}ins 
arel ey 
have Sec 


Bu, for ie tha 
mis 


om is ne 
rule In faci i 


new record Of sorts, 


trades and business 


from. the bonanza 


For Frontier contact 


APOLLO BOOK HOUSER” 
K, B. Road, 
Jorhat-2, 


Assam. 


Me ihey would sor have dared 
ihe public 

oe with the government 
meas a spectator Indeed, 
Meaking suspicion thal 
by now adopted 


with such ruth- 
look- 
one 
sonic 
qyenotts lave 
; fadtime 'praye! 
ee give ws. a lew more elections” 
Apluoks tike that their prayer is 
ing 1 remair unrequited far 


whieh says: 


here W 
lt idle sh 
Latwed 


Mily Flincduetan Lever, un afh- 
othe giant t nilever of Britais 
jetties 


factory 


intetu, to 
in West 


the run 


eu giver! 3 

yy dctergent 
i “Fata, were 
ih a licence, but they have been 
appligation was kil- 


0 Goal 


Mr Cl 
a tre mt Tatas 
Lin ste Industrial Develapme tt 
mary ntsel! whil PRindustan 
ra was accepted and was even 
mitioueh che Monopolies Com 

Fer the common 
me Vittle il he is fleéced by 
Pebindustan Lever, for whoever 
mifactires the item, the 
Beet have to pay for the 

! And Mr Chavan 
our a s hetver than anybody else 
Milian Lever pegs up its Pre- 

} i indeed dove, 


also m 


pneres ¥ 
rhe 
he hn 
ony poses 
» do’ gl am. 
iated Gi re 
hoje, 
wont, 
nase me 
tr ipod 


man it 
Tatas 


common 
“licence” 
for of 


on that 


Che mit 
‘ection 
pre (ioe 
uch deal 
na free 
ore (UGE 
the ff 
ray be sha 

mercilese : 
mn mak I 
CaM uae 


1 

has | Semmmee daesttes Fauvet 
nl nea onde, wrote a 
ave Weng Heath ol President! 
for thie Tae ene cat) only hexpe, for 
fie Buuiuity of the Stat 


prices; as | has 
IGaeernment cannot ust 
iy abour it. But! please don’! 
Me Chavan, for haven't 
our follcatrues sqid ‘what you 
i lor garibi hatao? 


do ally- 
bo- 
you 


ttt 


After Pompidou 


on 
editor of 


tile 
few days before 
Pompidou 
the good 


ihait the 


® frontier contact 


VEERAM ALLIAH, 
Baton Road, 
ah i - 


peat 

9 Sun Fs ¢ 
CALct ib 

quant ‘sh. 


FRONTIER 


presidential electiom takes iplace be 


fore 1976 and that it does not do away 


with the need to re-t xamine the ful- 
damental problem df the ¢ 


1958 and 


onsbitu- 
tion whivh was adopted 
gmended in 19-2. The very persons 
who approved that Constitution can, 
light 
buses co which ip hag been puy si! 
the solidity of 


in practice, 


ike the uses and even 
ce, 
query iistitutions 
. 
than in law 


of 
failine heal- 


which more 


on the shoulders one mati 
The President's 
th prompted M, 
M 


had comp! tec the 


rent 
alo a 


to suggest 


Fauvet 


election when Pomprdonu would 


have fifth year of 
ot his 


six-vear {én The state 


hac bee 
the 


hus 
health 
lation 


n a swbjecy of specn- 
nigh 
Che 
heighiters a 
his death 
preseny at a 


ol 


and 


whole of the Fre 
of 1972. 


in 
Press since the summel! 
concern was particularly 
im the preceding 
First, he be 
formal dinner hosted in 


weeks 
could nor, 
honoul 
the diplomats posted i) Paras 
it pO Japan had 
The 


which comps lled 


then hic proposed vi 


ro be = Andefinitely postponed 
prolouged sickness 
M. Pompidou to drastically cut his 
public duties had once araln exposed 
State embodied in 
This partt- 
State 


the ' fragility of a 
of one man’. 
weakness of the system 
1968 when de Gaul 


the person 
culai 
was witnessed in 
found both mentally and phy- 
capable of coming to grips 
The 
Pompidou wert 


le -wsa 
gically i! 


the studeny revolt, last 


with 
two years of President 
full of mental 


pain. The close watch tha; the Press 


agony and iy sical 


him could only irritate 
but this could Hot be 
office the held, Perhaps 
step 
but 


should succeed 


kept on 


him avoulod 
because of ths 
he 
ping dewn from the 


could have bough; peace by 
preside cy 
he did not know who 
him, ‘This explains why he cont- 
nued to remain in office even though 


he 


the affairs of the State was 


knew that his once sure orip ot 
loose N1ne 
the 
reactions thay the 
generated The 
French 
Servat)-Schreiber, 
to go in June 


Te is necessary to take note af 
more ‘mportant 
Presiclent’s sickMess 
enfant terrible of politics, 
M. Jean-Jacques 
wanted the President 


to make way for a Tew election, It 


suggested 1 certain quarters 


was 
should be a Vice-President 
did 
a: the top bull M. Pompidou 
the f did 
ot “Prevdent- 
Moreover, M. 

the Hon 
always denied ithe possibility of 
Am 


that ‘there 


so that there nor ever occur @ 


yvacuunil 


said. that rench reo Jike 


the idea having 


adjoint” Jacques 
new Minister, 
had 
electml 


eil 


q referendum ov an 


important euallist corecer over 


the health of M. Pompidou suggest 
ed thar those near to the President 
should unite. ard ask for his retire 


This, did 


M. Fra'teois Mitterrand was 


ment however, not 
happen 

i oes oy sound we aid) ¥ _ 
bepinning ta soutmK more ait more 


like 


M, Pompidou was still alive 


ia presidential ca ididate’ when 
The 


knew where the 50 ‘alist Party 


ps opl 


stoad so fat as social anid (political 


issues were concerned buy the party 
the ;econamile 
M. 


lacked credibility ity 


field. Keeping iis in mind 
Mitterrand hecame iwarticulamlly ctl 

Government's antidit 
He also 


censure motwen 


flationary wank 


ed 


measures 
I ttroduc ea 
the 


to 


against Governmen, as Soon a8 


Parliament! reconvened if lhe re 
shuffled did not 
M. 


aay | ved 


Messmer Gabmet 


spell our “its overall policies. 


Pompidow’s death thas not 


any problems but ‘there are Mow 


new »possibils! ies. 


a 
For Frontier contact 
MANITHAN, 

No. 2, Mangesh Street, 

T. Nagar, 


Madras - 17. 






























Liberation Struggles In Africa $ 
(Press Diary : December 1973—January 1974) 


NARENDRA SINGH 


RELIMO'’S first attacks 
white heartlapel of 
guese territory in 
New Year's Eve, 


into 
the Portu- 
the 


made most 


striking news story of the New Year, 
splashed by mose news agecies of the 


Guerillas (placed a land. 
mine on the key-railway 
Rhodesin’s border town ot Umtali 
and Heira, the Indian Ocean| port 
Equally striking was what the 
they did nor 


world, 


afitey 


explosion flee. 


matic weapo' fire. 


been the most seriou, setback po the 


Portuguese administration and the 
Rhodesian regime. This rail litk in 


Manica-e-Sofala province is very im- 


portant for Rhoclesia, 
the © sanctious-usung 
also for the 
que, Opening 
July 1972, the guerillas have fanned 
Out over a large ‘area of the provilce, 
the bigoost in Mozambique. The 
Portuguese had made determined 
elforts, and deployed largzer 
concentratioys to siem Frelimo’s 
advance wm this area. Eviclenttly 
they have failed. 

To. make 
colon) ists 


route, and 


economy of Mozambh. 


troop 


matters worse for 

more trains were 
New Year's Eve, 
one by a mine in Tete province heat 
the Malawi the rail Tik 
to the Cabora Bassa project ancl the 
other on the Limpopo line from 
Malvertia on. the Zimbabwe border 
to: Laurenco Marques. The last 
than the 


[wo 


also derailed on 


border on 


one 


Was even. more significa 
Umtali-Be'ra operation, since ip was 
in an where no beginnigs of 
an armed struggle been _re- 
ported by the Frelimo command, In 
such areas, well to the 
Trelime’s ciirene midjary 
tions, they on); 
mMetwork 


area 
have 


South, oj 
opeta- 


have a political 


the 


Mozambique an 


between 


But 
stayed on with confidence to ambush 
and take the relief train with auto- 
This attack has 


because it is 


the war fron, oy 


and 


prise 
tacked. a& also the Portimm i bic 
the Freting . ae 
in the secon Hatin. is 
Bilér 
incidents haw Biwe 
to the "% an 
meat S1 

aunt) 


the area by 
hiehters early 
january 

These 
found concer 
thorittes 


is eettitg anxious i 


5 


and to the 


Also, the South African paper, Lisbon 


The Rand Daily Mail, reported bel activity is getting clot ey i 

. 2 . + a! » dy "I foul | 9 { 
quoting sources in the Mozambi- if; Morale m hie ae, 
que capfal, ‘har a plane which *% Ste mel) low. Until —— 
crashed i northern Mozambique war was fag gh 


Mozambique Déingl ~~ 
European habttalions alk tior 
2,50,000 white seller hu 
unaffected These rail, Ti 
coupled with receny gueriii 
on white farmhouses, led 1m 
demonstrations in Beira on 
17 and 18, demanding sia 
sures agninst the guenillas, 
These eruptions of daring i : f 
~ eat 


on New Year's Eve, was shor down 
enerilla rocket. 

A Frelimo communique of  De- 
rember 31 annoutwed that his mili- 
tants destroyed weeks 
Portuguese helicopter in) the Mani- 
killing several enemy soOlcliers 
The rest of the <oldiers fled 
leaving behind automatic rifles; am 
munition and military maps. » The 
militatts had also attacked the con- 
centration camp at Nauti diring 
the December, taking 
prisoner several pulpper ,oldiers and 

ammunition L 
moted that the 
without 


pool 
A 


Por 


by a 


two ago a2 
rerio th 
5 


awa2y, 


uctivity in che white heartlanie 
Portugal rush its top soldier \ 
Francisco Wg om! 
(former) Chief af § peiin | 
Metropolitan aniiere. i 


fours! 


ambique. Gen. 


Gomes, 


first week of 


Portuguese 
seas Armed 
Mozambique and began a i 

Tete district, He visted (An 
tize dévision, one of the most 11 
by Frelimo actions. An ing tbe 
the Mozambique military Duda © 


capturing mums and Forces oe 
The communique 
operation was . completed 
the militants, firing a single shot. 
Frelimo agait: attacked the Beira- 
Malawi railway line on January 15, 
blowing wp ‘the line, derailinge a tram 
and bringing rhe rail traffic ¢o stamd- 
still. A diesel locomotive and 5 
trucks were blown up ina powerhul 


| gee 


also been announced. Ber 
GUINEA-BISSAU : The 
Information Service int Com 
‘ 4 ‘ gis 
nounced on January 4 thay Gi 
> 
anned {ore 
colosial® 


ie | 
to withdraw from a mimber oui 
u 


landmine blast, which also destroyed Bissau patriotic 
several hundred metres of line. This 
trats-Zambezi formerly 


sidered safe, was attacked firse on 


tit 


compelled Portugues 
line, con 
in. the Cubueare area in the Sog * 
New Year's eve and had a consequent earlicr PATGC communique on - 
nine-day traffic suspension, This ber II reported the Portuguem » 
blast Berra, crafy dropping napalm on villa 
supplies to Rhodesia and Malawi and the Indjassane area, killing (Wf 
also Zambia, brings to five the numi- 
her of mecidetts in four davs. 


close to vital port fot 
lagers and destroying matty a 
of cultivated land just before fm 

Portuguese air attacks wert oy 
of the liberated aca 
well-populated “Gy 
low lectiig 
precautions by the PAI 


The latter had 


wach 
\ 
i ant 


The rebels also blew tp later in 
wide Part 
pecially 

The 


special 


January a ‘passePger coach and <lés 
lensth of ine by ex- 
ploding a mine at another point of 
the vital railway servicing Rhodesia 
The meident orccvrred abou, 100 
milesfrom Beira, between Vile Pery 
Gondola. Che roacl 
Rhodesia and Beira, in places mrn- 
nivig beside the railway, was also at 


rt 


troved a rail the 
all 


casvalties wer 


defenas. forces. 
back at the enemy +troips; 
hetween guese-occupied positions seqre gil 
nuously harassed at  @ufarmag 
arid Zime; daily atlagh< were 


APRIL th 


FRONTIER 


Wie Portuguese in ¢he North; guidance of the Zaire President people of the Republic of Guinea: 



















se Bel attack was agains; the ene- Mobutu Sese Stko in a conspiracy, Bissau. General Gowan annouced 
» ree plies! camps at Gadamel on the a cash gift at a meeting with the 
a wel malafine front, where PATGC Fraternal Support delegation of PAIGG visiting Nigeria, 
Mitsed serious losses during In the UN, the General Assembly The gift of 5,00,000 naira (US 
ie # fattacks on November 24 and has condemied in strongest terms, $750,000) was a token supporg fo 
rea Ambush on November 23 Portugal's persiste refusal to. comply the fiedgeling republic oe. comsoli 
Rie? motorised cota) on the with U.N. resolutions regarding its date its administration a1 other 
becati Dita road restlted fm the ‘African territories. Ory December institution 
ts i Baying behind five bodies and 531. the General Assembly declared 
ert, thar fighters captured while “‘strug- Imperialist Collaboration 
il now Mi4: A communique of the gling against colomalism and ale France hosted che 
fon aitinind of th Angolan ti. domination and racist regimes” are to reist) Minister earls 
m0sp Of Army (Accra Radio report, receive prisoner ef war stalus and be cording to the French 


vl ; iy 8) claimed the killine of treated In accorda™oe with the Gene- lsetween the «wo 
ingiiaieeemmenese soldiers and the shoot- va Conventions, The resolution con concerned with anu 
lla w Dwi of three heli oysters In one tainitg this Provision was adopted del wered to Pore 


: 


(oO Vent, and another killing of by 83 to 113, with 19 abstentions. agains, the rebele in 
be ~ > 


on Tan ms during an attack on a “The Assembly also covdemned the year sale to Portugal 
Boo the Fastern fron failure of itish Governmen; 4o lorries, of the typ 
9 Popular Movement for Liber take. effective measures. to put an ed forces, was re norted 
e gu I a Angzols (MPLA) fight rg in to the illewal racist minority regime Radio Tanzania corr spondent, . } 
ands i fer killed 47 enemy soldiers, in Zimbabwe (Rhodesia). In ako- French Ambassador, in lic clarificn- , 
her 1 Bi J another 59, atid destroyed ther resolution, adapted by 101} to 5 tion to the Tanzanian Government ' 
» da Memiary vehicle, in the area of with 22 abstentions, the policies of admittetl lice sing the sale of the 


of Seal ii the rezion of Alto Zam- these governments were Icondemned, civilian version of some aircraft, to 
and) Gyamemon of the attacks were against particularly of Portugal and South 4 mining company in Anwola. The ) 


reac y's: lites of communications Africa, which continued to col MPLA. revealed French plans for 
1 tour myille yardio). laborate wrth the Rhodesian re supplyiftge Portugal with large Sea 


1 the Mame MPLA communique on Decem- gime in defiance of U.N. decisions, tities of military equigment ‘to 
Ost GGEarkine the 17th anniversary Also were condemned all violations used in Africa against the Binks 


increase Minding of the MPLA, poin- of ‘the mandatory sanctions of the Secu- fighters, particularly in Angola, 
budget Rite new obstacles from the rity Council, including the contimued Britain has comirmed a govern- 
Miiial Western manopolies, de- imyort by the USA of Rhodesian mental <dapproval of delivery fh 
Che PAIG of hofding on to the Mickel and chromium. . seven helicopters to South Alrica 
onakey uly Mis in the Western Por- Vhe Organisation for African Unity for use on the South African anti- 


territorics, It acclaimed (OAU) Defence Committee, in its submarite frigates Two Hawker 
eiatce of the Angolan people Conakry Conference in carly January, Siddley jets wete also delivered to a 
fing the “reformisy manoeu- called on all Africa nations po make Portuguese African firm, ws repluce- 


har Gut 
horces 
omial Tag 


ber of ( Bugs ‘ 
te conan a limge-scale = “readjustments”, African territories their goal for 1974. port plates 

ie OF 7 ene the MPLA 1 correct its Resolutions were adopted on Ways NA ro is serioukly deliberating 
le ¢ fl ‘ 


tusuese 
villages tin ', A reference Wsa also and terminating her obnoxious colo- ed communication centre on ome of 
no tae A ‘rertain natural splits" in ntal policy in Africa. OAU has been the Avores islands 
vy eee ements, which “our enemies urged by the freedom fighter, to The oil crisis ‘conti ties to play 
fore Havel pexplo:t”. provide most sophisticated _ weapons a dominant role i ¢olonial and 
were On gation of the Angolan Nation- and also well-organised training fer reo-colonial _plans of  expansyo 
Mion Froe (FNLA) was re- the struggle against Portugal ~o peo- Portugal! has piven permission to the 
aio be youring Zaire'’s Shaba ple prosecuting their war of libera- Petrangol oil refinery in Luanda to 
becuse aa meeting the Angolan exiles tion, re Gullean Pgesident, Sekou double its capacity to 2-milliow tons 
mine them to joiry the libera- Toure, in his opening address, called a year. Another refinery is yo be 


the PALGA a 


mgr In an article ary the upon the African states to etter into built at Ambriz under technical 


Mths colonialists” and britging total liberation of Portuguese-held mertt of the earlier Dove Tran 


Wl resolve “internal con- of combating Portugal’, intratwigence on installie a modern computeriz 


; y fc ipitly Afrigue-Asie, the war to wipe out the colonial and _ collaboration between a Portuguese 
ie iis been accused of setting up racial minority regimes in Africa. company in Angola a i Amari 
Pr ‘ p State with the help of Nigeria has promistd comtinued can company (the Riverwood Cor- 
a n Government, under the moral and material support to the poration). With an initial capacity 
5 

AL 


of 450,000 tons, rising to 700,000 
tons by 1972, the refinery is fo be 
ready within 3 years. A London- 
based group, “Atgola Energy Ltd.” 
has also applied ‘for an industrial 
licence to build a refinery at Moc- 
medes, with an initial capacity of 
five milliom xons rising to ten mil- 
lion tons inthe second phase. Des 
pite Guilf's denials that Calbinda is 

the has been 
and sufecesses 


Kuwait 
drilling 

in its Programme. 
ports «it crude oil from Gulf's Ca- 
binda fields amouvted to approxt- 
mately 650,000 tons with one ship- 
ment to Japan, two to Portugal, 4 
to Canada avd 6 ;o the USA, Dur- 
ing December, Portugal was the big 
gest impoxter of crudé from these 
oll fields taking 32.3% of the total 
660,000 tons, with 28.2% 
Canada, 25.6% ‘to USA 

to Japan. During 197%, 
company exported over 

tons of crude oil. 

Followite the ‘completion of a 
feasibility sutvey, there are pians to 
expand the oM refinery in Matola 
in Mozambique, from its present 
8,000,000 tons per year capacity to 
2.5 million tans. 

In Mozambique, 
Bassa dam is lodWed 
with great expectations by the colo- 
nialists and ‘eocolonialists alike. 
"The transmission lines ‘to South 
Africa have zeen completed. Surveys 
by-the Portuguese Gover™ment have 
navealed immense ‘economic {poten- 
tial as regards mineral, agricultural 
and water wealth. According to an 
expert, Dr Olivier, former Chair- 
man of LTA, new reserves of coal, 
magnetites and other minerals have 
beer located. A concession for 
uranium for 20 years 
awarded by the Portuguese Govern- 
ment to two metropolitan firms A 
German group has shown serious im- 
terest in acquiring up to & million 
tons of coal jper year at the mine- 
head its Mozambique, 

A Frenh banking consortium will 
make available an 800 million 
frates credit to a Portuguese cons 
to build a 10-million-tons Te- 


mo company 
havirye 


November €x- 


going) to 
avd 13.9% 
the Gulf 
7 mrillion 


Cabora 
to 


Hie 
forward 


thas been 


cern 


6 


fnery in South Portugak In Des 
cember, a group of West Germa' 
politicians, representing the ‘three 
major, parties, was in Portugal evi- 
dently to discuss industrial pla's 
under the Commission for European 
Corporation. 


Other Trends 

In Portingal, there seems to be an 
upsurge of people's Feelings against 
the ‘local repressive measures. The 
police arrested about |100 
pupils who went to Lisbory Liniver- 
sity to Pupport the prouesting stu- 
Among those arrested were 
even girls of 13, The protest 
ugainst lack of academic freedom. 


Bchoo!l 


denyts. 
was 


Several political prisomers are rot- 
tine in Portuguese jails and several 
lecal un%ts are jpending against the 
political opponents of the regime, 
leading to the latiters’ serious harass 
ment. Followite the arrest in No- 
vember of Hermittio Palma Inacio, 
leader of the resistance movement, 
LUAR (Liga de Uniso e de Accao 
Reyolucionaria), many others have 
been detained. Among them are 
also ‘priests and Catholic leatlers. 
Palma’s torture in the — prison 
led to poyxtlar protests from. several 
countries in Europe. Evem within 
the armed forces contradictions have 
Appeared as evident in the rumours 
of am abortive pre-X’mas coup in 
Portugal. 

The Catholic 
Adrian Hastings who 
firs, details of Uy massacre off 
Africans in Wiriyamu (Mozambi- 
que), has in a race\'t publigation 
castigated strongly the Western 
pitalists in general and Germa™. in 
According to him, nmre 
German i i 
Portuguese 
of the 


military equipment there comes from 


missionary, Father 
exposed the 


Ca- 


part ieular, 
ane 
,vome 


the greater 


wesimen; bs 
Alfrica 
Portuguese 


more 


into ard 


Patt 


Germaty. 

A medical committee for Angola, 
based it Amsterdam, has given aid 
L.3 
the three liberation movements ity 


Africa. 


worth about million guilders to 


+ especially 


Cultural Notebook 
Buddhadev Bott 


fal an 
an | 

, period 
~ ae 
m™m ! Wilde 


ABHINAVA GUPTA 
ieee) i! 
ptially 


oO who are Titi 
YOURE nol very old ae Mex ticit 
associate Buddhadev Boe iy expr 
first stirrings of adotescal i faith 
its revolt, bittersweet inplex 
sense of ruilt avd a ME the * 
ness in the realm of Onan 
with This is # 
phenomenon true of all cleat 
the begin 
the romantic movemen® 
Buddhadey Bose FaaS 
ay / Ms . 
may he callé imine 
fixation, Wiha ever g 
unique about him. is that Ne agony. | 
endeavoured to analyse hive 
sion, Never came Leryos 
Still less would he oulgrowal 
part of a mere embroideny | 
in origin and brough. ahomy 
later into the: sy 
heritage and ‘creative  ‘eXpaai And 4 
in the West. ‘This expliit’ Tie Hure 
passion for tandelaire ang = y 
but it grew our, of bis carieey rhe 
7 . . ° . ‘a 
fication with Swinbur’e ant erat 
Wilde. ‘The transition Was i. 
f ‘ : Baier ly 
and ifarile and iivolyed ine Radustr: 
cular growth in intellectual Res * 
Lion: “ths. he prt Mz 
; ay ee i 5 Pre Gnulivic 
changiNe litera: 5 ; 
changing fterary passion i ~ ea 
tv was accompanied i 
, . aN OP | 
live experience and chaligiliy and h 
We ¢ ADO ‘ ‘ 
Ir was brought ibouy B pordin: 


world 


with 


ry sour 
milate 

avy ck 
» lite an 
Seludine 
terri 


idealism. 


Sitick 


case ol 


wiht whay 


adolescerice 


mate 
ab oey 5! 


All 


10 


thicis 


excursion muon ¢ 


rv 


nol 


ress. 
exercusions ‘into reading: 

The streak of dilettantiangt 
nicver from: Tie 
inzs—even in his mature jemi 
those literary 
SOUTCE of inspang on 
seldom life  fusele  Tyut I 
works of art under whose it | 
he was ar differen; phases; AM 
writings bear the marks of. 
yarious influences, so much a 
his later original compotitl My 
scarcely distitguishable im 
translations of Baydelaireant 
But his early writings scant 


aS siv 
fio i 
ponte! 
nr 
ent 
Tescay 
of hb 
mar 
the 
boi 
Wiati 
Roth 
wer 
real 
d the 
APRIL By this 


far removed 


‘+s one ol 


khose 


as 


A 





tSes. 


mad! authentic 
HW itn his 
Midd and derive 
Iheraty source 


eWikle could 


hy om 
in 


be more 


ito an attitude thay 
The re 


filly adolescent. 
ne ; Miinity of Buddhadey 


Mpespressions of the same 


im faith resulted ‘rom the 


niture of his own f 
ihe telutive Maivete of the lite- 
4up in trying to 


iurce itself 


personal. feelings 


since they are 


iF 


a less 


Swinburne 


canily 
was 
lative 
Bose’s 
deca- 
ul- 


clings 


ie more complex sourocs of 


ya dixadenct: into his 
rag 


Buy iff 
we Tf 


called 


- : 
ine wliat is most 


nl 


ae wits Bandelaine. 


Whisat em sitre the true 

it he Wee. It was nop give to him 
is cay ® the Mightmarish world 
ms with ky whom he grew to 

wy i TR. 


ii is profound and 


min, violent anc 


ry, Lite 
abou, DF 
©  Svnt 
expan 
irs fase 2 


iy eluded him. 


Behind the personal 


ulier idem : 
' Poin Lir 
and (Gaile 


mate §=owas a product ‘ 
Wars 4 


awony in 


loss 


attitudé 
Mead ary he ovly succeeded in 
i explosive 
Memilyite in the pradition 
He 


be- 


romantic 


to 
of 


ador .. 


socally 
rebe llious, 
ite an nostalgic in this tra- 


Mil this is more than a personal 


imade. 


lies deeper social anomaly. 
Westin 


Ww the 


Dihivtovical -process—the vise of 


2 pPro- 
of 
of 


Cl oe ’ P 
Gil capitalism. It was 

tual Of & ‘ : 

roca Qyainss the increasing 

We “¢ 3 = = 

pre ; Wioality and devaluation 
n and 1% aay Lore : 

4] amition by a positavis, outlook. 

icd by 


4 momesing ar, to life 
ee Se * nd 


bout by 


their = contemyp 
: Hi of bourgedis values. 
NUS literary 


om his i 
(YOU ieniperary reality and view 
tcrary 4 eOtlendiny and 


spi tO danain into which one 
Dut cert 


inf 
His ® 
arks OL Gi ie phony al 


mudthaihg i in it creations is an 


f lide, The vision of the 


hose 


{or 


AN 


ican; iy) this 
4 Daserl on a rejection of 


Baudelaire 
Peis followers were in act re- 


the 
that 
tradi- 
thre 


bys on 


indeps Me 


may 


from the horrer and ugliness 


night 


@ iva part of ubis tradition but 


4 New existence as em- 


affir- 


possi bilities, 
and the hope 


(PO mon of historical 

ble {ora We viehtimare 

aire anil " pun of of contemporary 
: soo my Tie mosy genuine part of 


ira 


a 
swestcrts 


RIL, 1g 


Me 13, 1974 


literary tradition 
Waviod isa record of this two- 


of 


could 


FRONTIER 


fold affirmation of horror and glory. 


Much of this historical experience 
has remained outside the purview of 
And 
yet it remains a part of our cultural 
inheritance. the 


to 


our owm national cxistence. 


Hlence arises sadal 
witich 


shallowness 


a'yornaly condemns 
lity and all artistic 
creations in this country which de 
rive 

from 


Steri- 


solely from literary inspiration 
the West, 
true of all literary creations 
sengali from Madhusudan 
wards. But alll that) is genuitely 
cneative in modern )Bengali litera- 
more truly [rom real 


This derivation fs 
partly 


in On- 


ture derives 


social-historical experiences areal owes 


much more to our own literary 
This hoids not only for 
for Buddhadev _Bote's 
colitemporari¢s like Jibana- 
wanda, Bishnu Dey, and even Sudhit 
Datta All these three are more 
derivative than Tagore atid yet they 
in Striking an authentic 
The Westerty literary imberi- 


lance almost turns them jmto curio- 


tradition, 
Taugore buy 


own 


succeed 


note. 


sities—very nearly isolated from the 
their 
Buy they somehow re- 
sist the process and remain attached 
to their soil—Jibanamjanda by: his 
remembrance of things past. Bishnu 
Dey by} for 
roots and identification with the 
and Sudhin Datta by @ cer- 
tain intellectual honesty and objec- 
tivity. Buddhadev 


genuite living experience of 
countrymen. 


by his constious search 


pea le 


Bose’s faihure 


demonstrates the tragedy of a deri-_ 


cultural tradition at its 


treme point of exhaustion, 


vatrve €X- 
(Was it 
the awareness of this that led him 
stuces Of the Mahabharata 


Puratias towards the end olf 


lo hes 
and clive 

his life 2) 
the 
of Western influerices in Our present- 
day literary circles, Only these latter- 
day poseurs lack his sound Iperary 


It ts to him thay we must 


trace more conscious cultivation 


culture. 

30th 
Buddhade 
FETHOV( 


personaly and 
Bose was at rhe farthest 
the 


artist 


socially 
from phenomenon of 
iw a diseased so- 
the West the disease has 
contained aNd made res 
been turved 


the diseased 
In 


been 


clety. 
long 
into 


pectablie Ie has 


a plea for conlormism and consetva- 
tism—a resigned accelfatarke of the 
existing” social realities and 4 denial 
af phe revolutionary function of ima- 
gination. The tradition em 
bodies the most vyiolent reaction 
the nightmarish horror of 
bourgeois reality has rurned into its 
aquiescence in that 
the name of sel Lsufficrency 
artistic creation, There ig no 
that Bose fell in 
with this developmen, for he found 
the present-day Western Society cOn- 
gevial to his artistic ‘faith. And all 
his life he sought to make his own 
poetry an embodiment of this faith. 
His total and 
imtellectual analysis deprived ‘him 
of a perspective on this phase 
of develapment jin European {lite 
and in his- 
Ir is a pity for, more genuine- 
ly, he belonged 1o the aesthktcism 
which partly characterised the early 
All his best writings are 
imbued with this spirit, I, ig this 
which fas made hin 
ote of the funest writers of Bengali 
He iis perhaps the only Ben- 
never written 
sentence or used 4a 
and inexact word. If ele 
of form s{ructure, preci- 
sion and method are vyirthes to be 
‘Buddhadey Bose offers 
thé model. His faith m1 are as a 
parallel and contending world creat- 
disorder 
ard uweliness of nature had one salu- 


which 
aga lins, 


opposite—an 
reality in 
of 


douby suddhadey 





























aversion to social 


tru 
its significance 


rature 
tory, 


Tagore. 
aestheticism 


prase. 
gali writer who has 
an imelegang 
loose 
gance and 


cultivated 


éd ‘by mat to oppose the 


tary consequence in this ‘dedication’ 
to the beauty of form. The disorder 
of early passion was Sublimated into 
a| inorditate passion for order in 
atrangement words, Apart from 
these ‘purely formal virtues Buddha- 
LOSE 
readable and penceptive critics of 
Tagore, And for a long time to 
come his essays and transjarions will re- 
main the bes, mtroductiom in Ben- 
gali modern Western literature. 
In the thirties he also set an example 
of ‘how brig together jpoets of 
different tenyperaments and dreeds 
and. let them develop, as they wish- 
ed-—in his poetry journal Kabita. 


of 


dey Bose remains one of the 


to 


to 


Modern Tamil Poetry 


IRABATHAM 


I" ‘s the Mini People have 
been bored stiifLby 70 MM. movies 
and are flocking to see personal moy- 
mace by idiosyreratic directors, 
he Lest Tango in Pris. Ast 


and 


age. 


ies 
ee 
Sts 
peaple are slowly realising that, 

In “TYamél peetry too, this trend 
Nias caught on. ‘Tamil poetry is swp 
posod to be the oldest, at least accor- 
Tamil scholars and during 
the ages thene have always been en- 


ave always. individualistic 


dit to 


ough vwersihers po write any number 
Gf fwetic lines- om every conceivable 
Occasion. 

But now some.of the younger poets 
Who write in the modern idiom have 
started writing mimi poetry, Not 
only that. they have started publish- 
ing miti books. 

The first to start such a trend were 
a gp0up of people associated with an 
avazit-garile lirerary monthly Ka Cha 
Ta Tha Part, They published a 
amall book PUlli (dot) in December 
1972 fcm >< 5cm) repneSenting 
16 poets and chicir $2 A host 
6f other proups amd individuals cop- 
jed them and followed As on 
date some 15 such anthologies have 
been published and haye beer noticed 
by a larger public than before, 

According Holub 
Czech poet, “poctry should be writte™ 


(size 
Docs, 


suit, 


to Maéroslay the 
for people untouched by poctry”, {or 
not eve 


for 


iistauce for those who do 


al be 
them 


they 


know that tr should 

them. I like 
poems as naturally as read the 
to a football game. Not 
anything more dif- 


would to read 


papers or go 


to cofmside it «as 


cult, or effeminate or praiseworthy”. 


Tamil pets are 
fame kind of 
‘s a kind of 


idea 


These 
Writing’ exactly the 
The new 
ree wherein the basi 


younger 
poetry. verse 
Vpen iree ve 
is expressed forcéfully or tn a subtle 
way. No ornamentation no purn of 
the phrases and above all, neo-poetic 
Here we ave reminded olf 
4 critical dictum of W. H. Auden; 
Primitive poetry says simple things in 


cliches. 


% 


a roundabout where modern 
poetry tries to say complicated things 
strai'ghtforwardly. 

For instance Yer us take 
by “Nilamani’ which created 
CONLFOVETSY, 

The tide of the poem is *Ivita- 
tion’, 

Advertisements proclaim 

Use Nirodh, 
Use Nirodh. 
Come awhile. 

On first glance thig poem may seem 
to decry family planning but the 
irony is much deeper than that. Ac 


way 


a poem 
a lot of 


cording to Marshall Mcluhat, though 


technologically we have advanced, yet 
our minds are noy attutied to the en- 
vironmen;, as they should have been. 
In phe same way, here the poet 
says that though we have adopted 
family planning ag a national goal, 
yer we have not shed our hypocrisy 
and double-talk as regards our moral 
stance. The triés to. disturb 
our mental attitude regardie morals, 
She became my sister 
because she is not 
beautiful 
This types of urgency and. acidity 
is new on the Tamil poetry scene. 
Writers’ of the previoug generation 
usually hailed from the upper mid- 
dle class or the latited gentry but 
the origin of these new poets is hum- 
ble. They lower middle class 
and some hail from peasany or work- 
ing class families. Most of these 
poets are teachers, lower echelon. civil 
servants and students. They are 
terribly disillusioned with the politics 
of the day, are utterly cy?%cal, though 
some OF ‘them strike leftist poses more 
as a gesture of bravado than out of 
eenuine interest, 
A. Ranganathan writes on Indepen- 
dence. 
We received it in midnight 
Dawn is yel to arrive. 
Abdul Rahaman's *ronical 
on ‘Plans’ is double-edged, 
If boons 


poet 


ate 


plece 










turn to 
Curses 
then why more 
penance ? 
But it has to be adnan 
when it comes to love, some di NCE 
poets are still coy acd pon i) bur 
Durmeg the las; generangeal rouc! 
has turned away from Sande Rete | 
a vengeance and i, is now Tia leat 
aml at the same time a Tiley ma 
ritatmng too to see overSandil filn 
tion. As M. N, Srinivas poses Ao 
very aplly, the upper classes bite! 
ting westernised beyond mCi 4 
whereas the lower clase anee ities 
Sanskritised. The urban mteiig why 
sia uses more and more Engle elec 
in cheir Tamil writings where Lo) 
hailing from the newly rehired = 
based lower classes use CxCCsSVNT 
skrit words as means Of OM mete? 
tion or decoratiot. Tamil, Eka ph 
other Indian: language, has 4 Wl ha if 
of words of Sarbkrig orteingi od 
vocabulary bul ‘the fact has aS 3 
admitted that the use of Sai. 
words in the Tamil syntax @HEIG. 
an exotic Maveur which fs ay l 4 
avoidable. Some people go te i fil 
culous lengths by Tamilisitig at 
Sanskrit words which makes ip il a 
more absurd, rh: 
When modern poetry achievegy 5p 
spontateity and  contemponit just 
by its use of spoken lanpuatiiiny: 


certain amount of Eoptish has 
cessarily to be tolerated. 
Mahaprabhu has written a 
brassieres. 

When I tie up 

my bra a little higher 

Why <o mary people 

behind ? 
This poem Followal 
This # a very apr tide and 10% 
poet had striven jo find its a 
Tamil equivalent the whole mg 
ing of the poem would haye Gem 
Tost. 

The dom‘nant voices among The 
moderns are Gnanakoothan, 
Mali and Shatinuga Subbith, 


on 


is tthled 


their 
they ‘express a rebellions ality 
and as such are still unaedapiihl 
to the literary Establishment, 





poens are elegay and witty 


nent 


4h 
been 


these 

Ve- 
hotel 
witty 
tics 


table 


menony = of 


elodramatic pieces anc 


Sham Experiments 


MRIGANKA SEKHAR RAY 


beer- 


fell 


when iy 


a mouse 
rel 
gbly soaked in froth, i, became 
Ileeh and challenged a growl- 


Into a 


and came out 


mfor a duel. ‘In Jadubangsha, 
Matiacal, drunken ravines wf 
protagonists Te- 


tie 


in "s 
one of phe 


mM mouse. 


young 
story of into- 
The purports 
Bi document of contemporary 
reflecting the angst, neu- 

Hf the complex problems of 
Meade through the technique 
Ruige of modern cmema, If 
amporancity meats a few bouts 
mpulsive drinking, a constant 


him 


abuse, 2 
platitudes 


ie oi «= Sltng and 
pointless 
mf modern film-techtiques mean 
ii assortmen; all ilLexecuted 

gimmicks and Some mal- 
Mm 6 oinfluerces, then the tall 
math by the film’. advocates 
Bia, actually 
childish chronicle of 


Sileed justified. 
mis a 
Manities, a caMtata of abysmal 
at ! 
four youtig characters are 
md fo be the victims of social 


Mice aml in between their alco- 
delinpuny, of 


fimily-life ajppear on the screet) 
these: all run-of-the 


ome glimpses 


are 
lhe 
les are neither Hamlet's por 
Saard.<amis’ Mpivitual lreirs,' 
eviiaes fo drainypipes. There 
fe sth-plots; one with Uftam- 
a & frustrated 
fallen idol 
Sharmila 
' 4 The 
MpisKles | 15 
rile exercises in crude eroti- 
Thete is a co'itrived or‘gina- 

mM the use of sound avd wsuals 
lite enting film sand 


Klealist, @ 

other 
lesb:an- 
handling of these 
utterly ivept, with 


amd the 


Tagoré as a 


i bh 3 suspicion that she direc- 


min hides himself behind the 
MM Vsual jugglery not because 
meth for new forms, but be- 


1974 


lis immature 


the so-called 


cause ol 
and even 
film-mtethods become inritaking eye- 
because of the technical 
The apocalyptic impli- 
cations of the 


storytelling 
avant-parde 
sores poor 
expertise. 
story-material have 
apparetitly gong aver the (hirector’s 
head and his grasp of the objective 
socio-political background as dephict- 
ed in the film is jusy sub-adolescent. 

fr fadtibanghsa i a pretentious 
another Ek Din 
Surya, boldty an’ “art- 
film’ (whatever that mfpiht mean) 
amateurish, meaningless, 


dud, wew Venture 


advertised as 


is another 
shapeless, mindless mass of celluloid 
which generally passes for experimen- 
tal film making t our country. The 
betweem the 
fine ard 
, girl- 
“She 
has a problem with her runway mo- 
ther. And there is her myopic uncle 
course in Whit 
‘to be in love without 
actually making it. The girl breaks 
from her lover for reasong best known 
| The 


and 


hery is a ‘painter 
confat 
commericial art. He 


torn 
agve-oltd between 
has a 


friend with a Colgate smile. 


who retiders a free 


man and how 


her. boy chases her to 
Ghatsila there is a 
amid the boulders on the river-bed, 
we have been itreated woth a 
pory flashback of tribal fury killing 
the girl's father. Amd somebody 
THUS; tald the director that a 
movie should move, so he leads his 
an eternal the 


streets and stipipets 


to 
reunion 


after 


have 


character on tour ofl 
Calcutta 
of Maidan scenes, swinging youNes- 


Romeos 


SOTTIC 


ters, a couple of roadside 
amd Some tame processions seem: to 
represent ‘this throbbing, thrilling 
eity. In fact, the whole film rum 
ke a string of unrelated tmages as 
in ga surrealistic nightmere. But 
the director is no Dali, Chagall on 
Leger, the images lack any depth ol 
inner meaning. And the director 
should do weil to remember that 
ote must always master the form 
before trying 10 break it. 


as 


Artists 
1945 


Bengali 
Up To 
SANDIPp SARKAR 


ABINDRA TBharsti 


ewmmsed an 


or 
works 
Bengali artisig up 10 1945. Tt 


Society 


R 


by 


cannot be 


exhibition of 
sald that the seleotion of 
artists Was representative in any Way, 
How to explaim such omgssians as 
Mazumdar, Atul and 
lase buy not the Teast, che Calcuts 
Mos, of the exhibits 
School 


Hemen Bose 


Group? 
of} the 
of 
the modern viewer's mittd—pretty ik 
all. However, 
indeed ton few, 


were 


Bengal which most 


the pime does no, ring a bell in 
lustrations,  ‘thalt’s 


there were a tew 


had 


these 


which 

Among 
muinialures 

Sweetheant’ 


some pictorial quality. 
Lavore's 
Prince amd 
the ‘Dacca Stri- 
pes’ gave the viewers an idea ofthe 
His comppgition 
power which 
Jyoutindranath 


’s pencil (portraits spoke elo- 


Abanindranath 
two “Pérsian 
his and 
master’s sure touch, 
and colours had strane: 
etichanted one 
Lapor 
quently of the sitters. Jamini Roy's 
carly works 


done with a dry-point—stood out with 


‘Girl Seated’—one off his 
a vehemence from the rest of the ex- 
hibits, Amone the lesser known. art- 
i period B. N, 
was Ofte of the 
, SuTa- 


its of the Ghose’s 
‘Begears at Kalighat 
best, done in ‘the realistic lin 
Devi's ‘Mother Joshoda’ drew 
its quaint folkish 
stylisation. Samar Ghosh’; ‘Hair Dres- 
sing of Village Women’ had spitce ar- 


ranged beauifully with figures placed 


yall 


attentton for 


and stylised without one toticing the 
artis, had. 
probably 


but 


craftsmanship that the 


The rest was just waste, 
historian, 


important to an art 









aesthetically meaningless. 


CORRECTION 
arul Hypocrisy" 
Para 3, lines 9 
“the 


socialist 


In 
(March 
and If}, 
vailing 
State’, und nor to all socigliss States, 


‘Dissent! 
1974), 
the relerence is to 


25. 
pre- 
conditions in a 


9 














































Vivek Saha 

The third one-man show by Vivek 
Saha, at the Academy of Fine Agts 
gpoke of the artist’s calibre as an in- 
novalor. Te paints with his fingers 
with water colour. Naturally his pain- 
ting is linear to a large extent, but 
one feels that fingers ca"Mot crealle the 
Mos, of 
bu t 


Nuances that qa brush can. 
the time he almox gets there 
somehow at the very Jas; moment he 
fails. This is partly because he de- 
pends entirely om his emotions and 
discards his intellect and partly be- 
cause of che inability of the fingers 
to do the tricks of the brush. Mr 
Saha should remember that novelty 
has mo value in art. 


A New Group 

“Artists Image'—a new 
recently exhibited its paintings at che 
Academy of Fine Arts. The group 
is still] Immature but there are some 
promising signs. Among ‘the five 
artists Prithwis Sen stands ouk with 
his feel for the problems, both aesth- 
ic atid personal. His ‘Fossil’ had 
a haunting quality with its deft orga- 
fisation of space and judicious use 
His ‘Nile’ Civilization’ — 
ollage, had 


group— 


of colours. 
4 ‘painting done like a 
wn evocative quality but the question 
remains—why paint something which 


? 


could thaye been a collage; 


Barun Simlai’s Exhibition 

Barun Simlai had his first o"¢-man 
show wt his ‘Simla Cafe’ — a small 
wayside ~eastall near the Sikh Gurd- 


an exhibition came over shyly, pre- 


the exhibits. 


ie Jacks im the galleries. 


wara at Rashbehari Junction. In some 


tendine yo drink tea, while they saw 
Along with the people 
came the modern ‘poets, artists, jour- 
nalists, critics and the din. was great. 
Barun Simlai served wea yo the cus- 
tomers, chatted with the arty peaple 
and sometimes eves hummed a pune. 
He even soid his drawings at throw- 
away prices for the fun of ir and his 
paiitting, for a paltry sum, He gave 
his arc exhibitiow a character which 
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He strongly reminded me of Nikhil 
Biswas—I am not comparmg person- 
alites bur a certain similarity is im 
the works. Praticularly the brown pa- 
per ‘used by Nikhil % also used by 
Simlai, There are certain other simi- 
larities—the way of executing q stroke 
the themes, but on second thoughts 
I think Nikhil’s influetiee on Barun 


is slight. Barun has his own world 


too—the world thar is still im the 
womb of his mind. His drawings 


are more itfteresting than his pain- 
tings. Bold, powerful lines speak of 
his latent alerts, although it seems 
he has nope yet found suitable inagery. 
But, it is evideny that the search is 


om, 


Clippings 
A ‘Hero’ Of Our Times 


MARTHA WHINNACKER 


Japan is astir “with the story of 
Lieutenant Onoda Hiroo, the Japa- 
tese Imperial Alrmy intelligence offi- 


fer who finally surrendered in the 
Philippines 29 years after the end 
of World War IL. His March 10 


‘recue” has net only dominated the 
Japanese media bury jolted the na- 
tional psyche. 

The story has matty facets: the 
image of Spartan rigour, death-lefy- 
ing courage and unsweryitig loyalty 
that mark one soldier izy a million; 
and «me adiaality of a cOmmon arm- 


wavs it reminded one of Prakash ed baindit who murdered and stole 
Kattiakar's pavement exhibition in from Filipinos long after he knew 
19590 People who had never been to the war was over; the joyous rece p- 


tions accorded Onoda by the Marcos 
recime and the Tanaka Gover 
ment; and the crude politicking of 


right-wingers capitalizing on the 
propaganda value of the “Onoda 
boom”. 

The time was ripe for Onoda’s 


carefully enginéered ‘trescue”’, and 
the s@xamble to take advantage of it 
reveals the imterlockine interests of 
Japan’s rightaving, the Tanaka Goy 
the 


ernment, and 





Marcos regime. 
While Marcos and Tanaka are usitg 





di 
1954 
Armed 

foda kn 
Rath: 
A drier, 
pegs we 


aut 





























the opportunity to cement 
nomic relationship, the 
rigm is out to capitalize oy 
as an example ail Japa 
“moral backbone”, 
,.,But Onorla ig nop 


pawn of the wight. Uni 

Yokoi Shoichi, another ,; 
who returned from Guam apsters 
Onoda is a member of them P death 
elite, While Yoko’ was ay Mid sitbs 
drafted to serve in a transport Papier y 
Onoda was raised in a mill Me Japs 
family avd \hen groomed aii lagers 


ey chic 
eee iS 
ly 
ger | 
Onod 


wi! 


Imperial ‘Army's intelligenc® 
school known as Nakane 
All three of his brothers 
ready military officers wheng 
entered the Academy for Saini 
an intelligence  offiedy and ga 
leader, a combination of (CIA 
and Green Beret Auton 
classified as war driminaly iii 
tely after the war, the sdieoly 
graduates were notorious fay 
discipline and urxynestioning a 
The Nakano ‘version of @ 
(samurai spirit) & summeda 
the school song: 
“Communist cliefensts are 


” 


s¢ 


} 


















to Us, 
With our undefeated 
advailgce west or south, HPiCs 
our lorses to the lop a grote 
Urals. Deysten 
Our comrades fo 6y y priv 
flaming with passion andiiyellas 
ly maintaitting the ereagy 
‘Right corndrs under one 7g igltin: 
Onoda arrived in Lubangmped « 
Christmas day, 1944, with opiseem 
“suvy alive at any cov @i Lives 
Japanese forces are ana this 
When Amicrican troops landed} with 
in 1945, Onoda commanded p tial 
to 200 Japanese survivors oR On: 
island, He ordered all of thom I 
fantrymen and sailors alike =a am’ 
to the hills and fighy as quail dius 
For most of those who sii $i! 
repeated skirmishes atd Gi tit 
attacks, the war finally em Hi 
March, 1946, (seven wort on 


4 


Japan’s surrender) when [ip 
ru 


surrendered, Four wet 
in the Lubang jutwle—Oneds 
three }followers, of whom @ 





- CT 






Al 
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Mian 1951 and oe was kill- in Japanese aid and iftvesment. In Committee of the party, where Com- 
1954. particular, he hopes that his treat- rade Charu Majumdar, the founder 
t thei fee with a transistor radio, ment of Onoda will convince Japa- member ard the general secretary of 


japaiee mH hiiew thar the war had end- nese capitalists that anti-fapanese the party, was ‘ousted 











































on One Sueier than blind obedience to feeling in tne Philippines has sub Both rhese wings mee, no OPposi- 

an's mie, lis decision to stay in the sided—and encourage them to he tion at thet meetings Which means 

We a deliberate choice to leading investors in his ‘planned thar the ‘congress’ and the ‘meeting™ 

mend Sent * mission behind “etemy Bataan industrial complex. were not the products of a dialectical 
dike.) Sal f Onorla continued to fight, Tanaka needs heroes like Orpda process 

iriieeeeeee and loot, He and fellow to shore up lus sagging party, which The M. M. wing supports the line 

m x oy itt} Lubang are blamed for faces dire prospects in the July Diet of Charu Majumdar and Li Piao, 


che militia Maihs, more than 100 Injuries elections, buy oplposes the lime of the Tenth 
r intial damage to crops and The Onoda affair is much bigger Congress of the OPC and opposes 


is 2 , 
nspovt Tl Gi—tacts almosh onomed by than one man’s dramatic story. It thereby, Mao nes tung. The M, M, 
mi List Bhipanese média. Buy Philippine reflects aysociety, ad especially a wing which held the “Ninth Gom 
ned ap TH ims ixeeted Ortoda’s surrender media, which is hungry for heroes. gress” has portrayed Charu Majamedar 
-yee often Abe comment; “We aire happy The Japanese media have had a field ac God in an article in the issue of 
io Aqilanebe TOW our farmers can go day 1m ‘portraying Onoda as a link Deshabrati, thereby opposing the 
ers ware io whe moutitaing and will no with a glorious past when being line of Charu Majumdau, who was 
vhen Opel mm tee alraid.”’ Japatiese meant more than “econo: gq Marxist, 


: trainee spent mucn of this time mic animals”, kowtowing ,o ¢he U-S. There is another wing in the party 

and 2 rib mee Uetiled maps. preparing Government abroad atid nihilistic which has abandoned the line of 
i CTA fa suid invasion of the Philip- materialism at home. Charu Majumdar without) convening 
\utonmals cal mm by 4 Mew Japanese Imperial But to fish military heroes ouy Of 9 congress. This line shaped after 
als impels. the ‘30s and ‘40, will ultimately Souren Bose’s ceturn,  allevéedly 


schools gies Hutory stands in sharp con- |prove only that hittory repeats it- from China. Kanu Satiyal and some 
us (iow EHEMeMete thal af Yokoi, who was iso- self{—as mamy Asian peoples already other revalutionaries includivp §.N.S. 
ong hy WM alkuid to come into the’ fear. and Ashim Chatterjee urged the ¢om- 
of btimmmpete Tle Japanese media draw a (New Asia News, Tokyo, rades to give up the live of Gharn 
umed. ii i witingtion betweem te “man March 21, 1974) Majumdar and follow the ‘advice’ 
m survived” ‘(Yokd)} and the af Chou En-Lai and Kang Seng. But 
; are MOUND Who fought" (Onoda). Ac they do not mention tha; those lea- 
Mlinely, their welcomes also con-. Uetters ders of China once said, “With the 
ed armiygmmmmeabarply. Yokoi was an object of leadership of Comrade ‘Charu Majum- 
;outh, Hy aml sympathy, a sort of ‘CPI(ML) Congress dar inthe armed struggle India’s future 
2 top Gb gRmedne victim of the imperial is bright. The editorial of Libera 
: m buy dor luis toibity years of The document publishdd iu lion (September 1973) expressed its 
every whe Mie «Warfare apainst linnocetit Jrrontrer (23-2- 74) wm the: name of indirect suppor, to Kanu Sanyal’s line 
ion and I tf fiers, Onoda is cas; as a hero. the CPI(ML) Congress is a resolu- but did “oy pay any red salute ta 
ic greay Tia phen Philippine gendrals atid jon yaken up by a group of revolu- either Mao Tse-tung or rhe Tenth 
r one ar pilimately PYeviderit Marcos accept- tonaries andl noy by the party CPI Congress of the CPC. There. was 
Loti tanta Me@noda’s surrender, their smiles (MI.) as a whole. Some reyolution- no hint of the fall of Lin Piao, 
with onde ed smange for the represetta- arjes held the said second (ninth) ‘Tthe Editor or Editors of Libera 
COgl, even mm a country whet d¥izens congress at some place in the district tion (September 1973) do not atlinit 
amma had been murdering. But of Burdwan, Wes, Bengal. The re- that the people's armed forces of 
landed € Mipiblic opinion silenced by mar- solution raised in the congress did India emerged during the period of 
nanded fi ih law, Marcos could afford to call not face any opposition. There was the firs; stage of our revolution m 
ivors on nln “a great soldher”. no ideological fight between the two 1967-72. They merely said in the 
Il of Chagtties Meexthanee for granting Onoda main lines. Comrade Mahadev Mu- same editarial, "Through these 
alike toa Sty for “any crimes committed! kherjee*was unanimously elected gles will emerge the people's armed 
| as guerdl M) years”, Marcos will receive general secretary. Many ‘provincial foces". 
who stren WO) “Nes iexipress Japan's era- and local committee, of the party Perhaps the maip body in ‘the party 
acd Meets the resove of Onoda were nor invited, were not even aware consists of those who have assesed phe 
rally onded » ie. Matcos atid Tanaka need of it before the congress was held. first stage Of the revolution and re 


moths af Hooher, Marcos, who mecds money We know that much earlier Com- accepted the live of ‘the first (Rights) 
vhet farty im Pep iiy martial law machmery rade Satyanarayan Singh had also held Congress and of Charu Majumdar, 
mem fea ie, fighting for big increases a meeting of an unknown Central The Central Committee took wp 


de—Onode a _g , 
whont one | se 1h, Ji74 II 


resolution in this respec, and circu- 
lated their firm decisioy in 1972. But 
we see that a line quite cotrary to 
that of Charu Majumdar has captur- 
ed Liberation. How 


red, the genuine 


this has occur- 
revolutionaries do 
Wo know, The followers of Gharu 
Majumdar still firmly believe that 
strikes, mas. movements and eheraos 
caning; liberate India, ghar puerilla 
War is the only way of India’s libera- 
tion. It 
forms of struggle excep, guerilla: wat 


does noe mean thay other 
are no, to be whilised anywhere. The 
followers of CPt fully the 
Telth Congress of the CPC and 
thereby accepy the fall of Lin Piao, 

The Editor, (pérhape sharma and 
Suniti Ghosh) of Libération 
bér-75). abandoned the line of Charu 
Majumdar ad disobeyed the décision 


of ‘the Central Committee (December 
79) 
72). 


supmors 
ri 


Now they are trying to impose 
their «undemocratic 


line on the genuine fiehiters, because 


neoO-revisionist 


they also did nop held ainy real con- 
eress, clid nox take up the opinio”s 
OF ‘the majority. 

There is aa section of CM"s follow- 
ers, who held high the first Congress 
and the line of Charu Majumdar, 
Bur they do not suppor; the language 
of the slogan, ‘China’s Chairman is 
our Chairman", ‘They fully acoept 
Mao ‘Tse-tume ac the leader of the 
world revolution, bur say that the 
Slogat: should been different, 

Now revolution in India demands, 
that all the wings of rhe party should 
convene a real coneres. where every 
aolive of @ representative 
committee can take part in the ideo- 
logical fieht' and the decision of the 
majority car be established. Only 
then there will be rhe possibility of 
wnity among the fiehters for India's 
revolution, 
by 


have 


member 


unite, not 
; but by 
fighting the {people's common enemy- 
imperialism and  feucatism. OF 
course can never that a 
Commu st a semi-militant 
party, and witholy a firm democratic 
centralism in the party, the people's 
enemy’ cannoy be vanquished, 

Surat. Magik 
Burdwa! 


Or they may 


slanderine themselves, 


one foreet 


Part’ is 


(Sdptem. 


Mao And Lin 


Mr M. N. ID. Nair in his letter 
(March 10, 1974) claims that “Mao 
himself says that Lin-Piao was a 
gonspirator and double dealer’ and 
refers to ““Mao’s action in regard to 
Tin Piao." 

Will Mr Nair be kind exiough to 
enlighten us abou; the source of this 
extraordinary piece of information ? 
We would be mutch obliged if he 
could mention the exact source 
whether a speech or an article—where 
Chairman Mao Tse-tung Wimeslf has 
denounced Lin Piao as a “corypirator 
and double dealer”. We would b« 
grateful even-if he could mention a 
sitigle far where Mao 
Tse-tung has spoken against Lin Piao 
—whether at the 10th Congres, of 
the GPC or elsewhere. 


occasion so 


B. S. 
Calcutta 


Political Prisoners 


Demands for immediate release of 
all political prisoners being detained 
indefinitely without trial and criticis- 
ing their maltreatment were raised by 
writers at a mecting held jm the Stu. 
dents’ Hall under the auspices of 
Sanskriti Parishad. One 
Was abserved ti pay homage 


mi™nte’s 
silent 
fo whe martyrs killed behind bars. The 
poet, Birendra Chatterjee, presided 
Kazi fslam 
poems of Nazrul and one of Biredra 
Chatterjee. A statement sent by Dr 
Arabinda Poddar atd a letter from 
Mr Hemanga were read 

Prof. Saurindranath Bhatttacharjce, 
Dr Ashok Mitra atid Mr Jyotsna Sinha 
Roy criticised very sharply the savage 
unheard of even during 


Sabyasachi recited «wo 


siswas 


measures, 
the British regime, now being used 
Government and 


by the presen 


on the 
Dr 


dhadeb Bhattacharjee moved the re- 


the utter indifferences 


part of the intelligentsia. sud 


solution which was ‘passed unani- 


moutsly, 


SANSKRIT! PARISHAD 





Justice 


T was a (practising al Vora 8h, 
City Civil & Sessions Comma, 
cutta. Recently I suspendety Lt 
tce and am now a lay office ple 
business ay 

On 20-3-1974 when Liye : 
Third the City & 
meet a friend J learn, that i 
Nepal Roy mudi 
thal cour 
Senior Public Prosecutor in 
was pressing an) applications 
half of an approver in thay Gi 
his classification. The atpin 
in jail custody in connection 
' different 


concer®, 
tench of 


ine of the 


was goong om mn 


another case if a 
On the mere statemett of thei 
Prosecutor that the approver 
monthly income of Rs. 12000 
his agricultural land int Nowe 
gal (without any police repe 
that ieffect) Yne Sessions Jule 
dered that the said witness Dem 
ed as a Diviston I undertyiall 
soner, “" 
How could such an order DEE 
ed in respect of a prisoner WHR 
undertrial in a different cagew 
ditfereent court? Tr wat for 
court to pass such an order 
application filed by the prisonag 
that court, The approver haga 
granted pardon in the NepaliRiy, 
and 4s no longer Be. 


connection Wi 


aS 


murder case 
jail cufstody in 


thar case. 


Lotus Eaters 


You have rightly pointed ¢ 
“Lotus Eaters’? (25,3,74)  whag 
cease-work movemen; of dodo gl 
engineers is a classic example of Log 


' he 
ine hoy and cold from both gids 


is an expression of the inter coi ee . 


diction of the ruling classes. Sing a 
doctors and egineers ate alsojam ¢ 
of the machinery, of a comparalivai. . 
mitior nature, of exploitation ii 
hands of the ruling class, tHe 
within the machinery would hewWe 


come by the toiling [people mii 


APRIL. 15) 


masses who are watching 


VOCAL eg fe a mitimum change in the 


Court, 
endedt Fi 
olficar’ 


Prxpiotutive administrative 
feo wot mach help to the peo- 
Di tie basic sense, 
Mie pucpenden, democratic (?) 
The 
vw 1 pert will not use 
foley for the development o! 
mniry aid peaple for whom 
pl (eats. very often, If the 
wey takes a little towards 
ela Wirouch aml 
los, the exploitation by vested 
might be less ly i 
ier ttt this Government at 
Menne ave their counterparty in 
mite ure seimi-colonial aril semi- 
it character 
i, Hemocrauic core of the strug 
Ht Woe tor, and eanginerrs should 
the problem in totality 
Bien change or: even total 
iran iwolmicn) departments 
femeitier the people nor the doc 
Bam enginecrs, who sincerely and 
ity hope to sttve the country 
hit iloes no 


is ruled out 


en, independent 
science and 
murder 
court 
in hea 
ation ofl 
there casa 
ap pray ct 
nection! a 
ferent ou 
of the Pall 
Tovel if 
1200 a 
Nokth 7 
ce TOPO 
1s Juldoens 
ness: be 
ndertiraal 


step 


ICICLE 


orice 


will 


rdd@r be ® 
Let whi ig J 
1‘ ase 
vax (or 
crder On 
pr isonign 
ver Ios he 
Neal 
o longer 
*CTMOM 


people itl large. 
Tiny hey showld withdraw from 
mie oF the (periphery but chat 
mim know the character of gle 
yen: and work 
eration = witli the 
workers) and peasantry 
Se wiid whe country. Any basic 
is tiie to the struggle of the 
Meme ielf, nor fo amy section ol 
Pe iielivenisia alone. 
Dewi nov do to boay thay they 
a ing about radical change im 
mentn) work, with 
in the few departments 
mihowelack of vision of the whole 
my of the Government. 
fmm outlook % 
Se neihter the bureaucrais nor 
@mmeny buy ai age-old sys- 
Don's they know that this 
fi Sytem ts Thurishecl anil streng- 
ail Is Vested) interest, through 
iment al the bureau 
eal Which they aré also mini- 
Mar? Adiially the Government 
Mie use them for its purpose, 
hiv, tries to force some 
Ou of the contwadictions 
| S Hot wath to embarrass the 


towards 
1x ople- _ 


who 


ming 


Lite Oniy 

. tha, 
’ doctors a 
mple of bit 
both siden 


tha, their 


Liner Oona 
lasses, SM 
ave also 
“Om Paraey 

tation tf 
ss, the & 
ould be We 
ople art ae 


IL. [Op 
iit 
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Government on this basic point, as 
in- 
ir strugele with thar of the 


they are apparently reluctant to 


iegerate the 


hroad masses. As suah Idtus eating 


from either side. But the so- 


gang oO 


cial contradictions are ripening and 


the crisis is so spectacular that Une lea- 


dership will not be able vo limi: the 
within the bureaucratic steel- 
have 


sirupele 


frame Some of them come 


wut in the street againg the opposi- 


tion by some of their le ader. 
Thay is 
es will support their struggle so that 
role for 
and 


democratic 


why the democratic mass- 


there evolve a correct scen- 


doctors leaders 


with 


lists, engineers, 
in the days ahead 
collective leadership 


B. BAccH 
Howrah, Salkia 


7 7 * 

E.V.R. Again 
My letter wag more to shed 
light that to generate heat. I 
E.V.R 
revolutionary, 


first 
nevel 
was a Marxist or a 
As. for Usha 


“no one 


sail thay 
yreat 
Narayanan’s assertion that 
wished the communists to joim or 
support ‘his: movement against  s0o- 
called ask her 
who or what forces dompelled them 
to jou with man of nuisance 
with his party during 1951-52? 
The popularity of E.V.R.’s D.K. was 
indicated by the that 


of those supported by the 


casteism"’, I want to 


this 


clearly lact 
while LS 
DK. were successful only 2 other 
communists wor) in all Madras. The 
16 D.K.-supported camdidates polled 
the 


or 


aun averace of 37% of yotes in 


the 34 
The 


constituenaes while 

received oly 18.4%) 
had set up 50 candidates, 
According to Croass-roads, the CPI 
D.K.-Com- 
based on the 


The D.K 
Congress. 


the & 
others 
CP 
organ of those days, the 
alliance was 
(1) 
replacing the 
civil liberties. 
pea- 


Cunt 
following poi Is: 
stancks [01 
(2) Tt is a fighter for 
(Ay Tt workers and 
sats’ struggle, (4) It is a friend of 
the USSR; People’s China and the 
Liberation movements ‘nm Asia. 

The two parties differed on Dra- 
ant-Brahminism. 


supports 


vidasthan and 


Dange thordered 
Dravidasthan 


“On the ques 
and arti-Brah- 
nerece. our 
to it the prale- 


tion of 
minism we don't But 
alliance will bring 
larian leadership which will ultima- 
tely change those featuyes for the 
good of both parties and jhe people 
ay a whole” (enyphasis mite), 

Ajay Ghosh, the then Geveral See 
retary of the CPI, emphasised that 
the CPI truce 
with communal parties suchas the 
Muslim League, the Hindu. Maha- 
sabha or Jana Saneh but the DK 
a |progredtive rather 


would never make 


was essentially 
than @ communal] party, 

Obviously the alliance 
very far. The Communist 
self did: nor 
proletarian leadership. 


did 
Party ic 
have 


no, £0 


(does neat 
How it 
D.K. 4s 


have 
wes 
trying (2) to bring i iy the 
a mystery. 

E:V-R.., 


etc, during 


became 
but for 
caplic, 


“COMMIT 


then, 
elections 


progressive, 
nlove- 
relizion, 


ments against press, 


legislature etc, he was a 
nalist | 
To say thar E.V.R. 


feeling for touchables (since to write 


seldom: had a 


untouchable is dotistitutionally speak- 
ing wronf and the ‘Havijan’ coined 
by Gandhi is not acceptable to my 
covscience Ibecatisé in practice they 
are treated as sons of shit and killed 
and burnt regularly, is to forget his. 
tory and twist which is least 
expected of a persou who identifies 
funeral  \proyes- 


facts 
‘class enemies’ *n 
sions and ‘aqcuses 

Usha Narayanan might have for- 
‘Vaikom Poratham’ 


the dead. 


gotten his famous 
(struggle), in the early nwenties when 
he was in the Congress, Was if not 
touchables? In 1925 he lef, the 
Congress for its alleged Brahmin do- 
mination, Brahmins fed in a 
separate kitchen. while others had 
‘charity 


were 


their meals in one_of the 


For Frontier contact 
POPULAR BOOK STALL, 


Near Bank of India, 


Bhadra 


; 


























































homes’ (I think) of the Congres; at 
thar time. [5 u a fact that in 
the early thirties (alter his return 
from the USSR) he organised a 
series of meetings and conferences 
demanding abolition of zamindari? 


not < 


Was he not jailed promptly for 
seditiow? Let ws face facts. Even 
before the communists were known- 


in the villages of Tanjore, Periyar 
The only party (other 


was known. 
which 


than the commiirtist parties) 
had an impact on touchables was 


the DK. The simple uninhibited 
way of E.VIR.’s talking drew very 
Jarge audiences in villages, The way 
in which he ridiculed the most 


sacred of the Hindu gods and epic 
and exposed to his audience hun- 
dveds of seandaly ard contradictions 
found in Hindu religvous texts help- 
ed to mobilise the lower castes, par- 
tictilarly the  ‘touchables', 
Brahmin oppression which was not 
the thirties and 


against 


a ‘dead horse’ in 


forties, Rather she 8% Brahmins of 
Madras Presidency in the beginning 
of the century were virtually con- 
trolling all admisistrattve and edu- 
cational fields and chug it was ia 
Situation of the tail waggine the 
log. 

His ‘self-respect? (‘Suya  Martya- 
dhyv"}) moveme’t was maimly to 
make the Dravidian proud of his 


non-Brahminness. The new type of 
marriages he introduced was rid of 
all vedic ceremonies and ‘highbor™ 
priests. Is it not a fact that*he gave 
full support in the carly twenties 
for his young niece to ger married 
again aher she had lost her husband 
early in marriage? We was the only 
man with courgale to speak openly 
even im the early thirties and the 
forties against oppression of women. 
He propagated the idea of widow 
remarriage, marriage based on cot 
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sent, women's right to abortion, to the mayoral office on stig 


divorce, to [property ete. When he munal retatio This gone 
was told that there is G0 Tamil was inwoduced by A. Rag 
word for the male countewpart of Mudaliar when he was inne 

an adulteress he with anger said... the corporation, This i am 
the word adulteress clearly shows as A-R. cotvention. Can Ui 
how man thinks womar is a slave, rayatian boldly say that comp 
a commodity to be sold and bought, (old, new eé1 all) boyeottem: 


fo be hired. Even some three years stupidity? Even some yeami 
: ~ 


ago, ap a conferelice he openly de- ‘communist Brahmin’ was 
cldred that no immorality should be yor: he is a teader in CTF 
altached to a woman who desires a As for E.V.R/s periodic i 
man other than her husband (which with the Conevess and DMB 


He i 
parties effectively for his Sa 
min tirade. Of course he 


derstood the clas+casfe list 


thing can be said 


of course was twisted and diStorted 
by the Brahmin bourgeois! Maclras 


press). Once he even called for 


















abolition of marriage to liberate 

women, Burt Tamil cationalism & 
As for Usha Narayanan's infforma- from cass struggle. Thera 

tion that the income of temples has nists however never combat 

trebled it only shows that! black- two. 


EVR. was essentially a so 
former and an angry rebel’, 


; 3 . E “4a 
%. a Tacist society with mil 


prostitutes, 


pro 


marketeers, pimps, 
and 


bureaucrats, 
intellectuals’ 


technocrats 


frieeys, 
of Sorts have all 


‘sarkar 


become rich overnieht in Tami touchables’ treated as anim 
Nadu and nothing else. If Vinayaka least the SPCA is there for aii 
temples come wp all over Madras Our elections decide who sh 
E.V.R, can’t be blamed. In a sim- ploir economically _ all ‘the 
lar analoey alter 100 years of Marx = d preserve 4hese raciam 
exploitation in the world con- ine of one election in (hem 
tinues, I DEES said that) EN R. which ig not conducted of Tig 
abolished casteism or religion i of caste. “Tell me of one le 
Tamil Nadu. The aristocratic, tra- 443. who realls represent, 


ifantt a " a ire 17 ¢ t , 
ditiotal rich go 10 Mylapore remples yy chables’. 


and the new rich go to Karuma- _. 
rian _there iy no se lamenting Every ‘touchable’ in Tamil 9 
Guer this. The “Adivat? whom it iy respects EVR. for the simples 
Naravatat mentions as having join son that he spoke in a senpe 
ed the funeral procession, [ think, ctibed its erude by the sin? 
can: be seen 20 AfroAsan solidarity Press) language and made hi 
meets, world peace conferences and like human bemgs, OF wo 
such like tamashas with committed Wee bol told about class mt 
‘ann-intellectual government pimps by E.V.R. Tk is the duty of aim 
in ‘Tamil Nadu. tisty tO do that, 

About E.V.R. acqueing money 
(nor by blackmarketing or by con- 
tracts) from his: followers nothing 
can be said amd I suppose Usha 
Narayanan will soon accuse E,V.R, Por Frontier contact 


for not forming a PLA for liberating 
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the country, 

In Madras Corporation there 
40-year-old convention’ which 
governs the mayoral election which 
ordains that a Brahmin, a Muslim, 
a Christian and a § non-Brahmin 
Hindu and a Harijan be elected to 
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Andhra. Pradesh. 
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We wish éveryone was as 
honest as you. We wish everyone 
bought tickets like you did 

But they don’t—and ticketless 
travel costs the Indian Railways 
millions of rupees a year. This loss 
is a loss for you, too 

Because fares pay for amenities; 
for improvements in railway 
compartments, on railway platforms 
and in railway services. What's 
more, a ticketless traveller often 
deprives you of a seat which 
you've paid for. 

Discourage ticketless travel. 
And support the checking staff. 
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AN APPEAL 


In view of the acute shortage of 
newsprint and the rising cost of 
everything under the sun, we re- 
duced the number of pages and 
increased the price of ‘Frontier’. 
But it is difficult to keep pace with 
the run-away inflation. 


We are therefere compelled to 


appeal to our readers and well- 
wishers for donations to ‘Frontier’. 
We do so reluctantly, for we are 
aware of the general hardship. 





